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CHAPTER1: SYMPATHY 





















































THAT EXPLOD- 
ING ARROW 


SHOULD WE GO 
BACK AND ENTRUST 
THIS HORSE TO THE 
FARMERS AS WELL? 


BUT IT’S ALMOST 
DINNER TIME. LET'S 
DO IT TOMORROW! 








Culy0zO 
COME TO 
ATTACK US? 


SO WHERE 
IS HE 
GOING? 





I'LL BE FINE! 
YOU TWO 
STAY HERE! 





CHIYOZO SHO! 
NOT EVEN KNOW 
HYOSUKE-DONO’S 


S 
2 








HE DIDN'T 
HAVE A SET 
DESTINATION fF 

‘\ IN MIND? ¢ 














Nv 


HAS SOMETHING 
HAPPENED WITH 
Okyo? AND He's 
RUN AWAY FROM 


























But 
KUNICHIYO 
(TADANAGA) 
ENJOYED A 
GOOD REPU- 
TATION FOR 
IIS WISDOM. 





AH! AH! 








TAKECHIYO 
(lEMITSU) 
HAD AN 
INTROVERT- 
ED PERSON- 
ALITY AND 
A WEAK 
CONSTITU- 








TION, 








THE SONS 
BORN 
BETWEEN 
SHOGUN 
HIDETADA 
AND HIS 
LEGAL WIFE, 
OEYO WERE 
THREE. THE 
ELDEST DIED 





SECOND ONE 
WAS TAKECHI- 
YO (IEMITSU) 
AND THE 
THIRD ONE 
WAS 
KUNICHIYO 
(TADANAGA). 



















BOTH HIDETADA 
AND OEYO LOVED 
KUNICHIYO (TADANAGA) 
DEARLY AND 


WISHED TO HAVE HIM 
SUCCEED AS THIRD 
SHOGUN... 


HOWEVER, 
THERE WAS THE 
FEAR THAT THE 

SUCCESSION 
COULD TRIGGER 
A GREAT CRISIS 
IN THE NATION. 








THIS SEEMED 
TO SETTLE 
THE MATTER, 
HOWEVER... 


ON THE OCCASION OF TH- 
EELDEST SON DEATH, HE SAID 
THAT THIS COULD HAVE 


SPELLED THE BEGINNING OF 
STRIFE FOR SUCCESSION...AND 
SO HE DECLARED THAT THE 
THIRD SHOGUN MUST BE 
TAKECHIYO (IEMITSU). 


WHILE HE 
STILLED 


| BREATHED, 


leyasu 
CAME FROM 
SUNPU 





NOW THAT lEyYASU 
WAS DEAD, BOTH 
HIDETADA AND 
OEYO THOUGHT 
AGAIN THAT THE 
THIRD SHOGUN 
SHOULD BE 
KUNICHIYO 
(TADANAGA). 





AND HAD | HOWEVER, 


ALREADY ; < TENKAI 
BEGUN HIS ; INHERITED 


@ Fepucation j } Mie levasu's 
PN DYING wish 
y AND WISHED 
FOR TAKECHIYO 


(IEMITSU) TO 
SUCCEED HIS 
FATHER. 


REGARDING 
TENKAI’S AUTHORI- 
TY, IRRITATION f 
AND RESENTMENT } 
SMOLDERED 
INSIDE HIDETADA- 
TOWARDS THIS 
MAN HE COULDN'T 
OPPOSE EVEN 
THOUGH HE WAS 
THE SHOGUN... 











AT 
LEAST... 
HE HAD 

BONTEN- 

MARU, HIS 
SECRET 
SON. 








AND $0... 
MUNENOR! MADE 
PREPARATIONS 
TO BATTLE WITH 
TENKAI AND 
HIS ARMY OF 
WARRIOR 
MONKS. 








HE ORDERED 
MUNENORI 
TO MAKE 


THIS. MARU A 


HOWEVER, 
HE WAS 
CONCERNED | | TO ADVANCE 


TENKAI 


CONCUBINES AND COULD 


WAS ONE OF NOBUNAGA 

















EVEN THOUGH HE 
WAS SHOGLN, HE WAS 
NOT PERMITTED ANY 


NOT OPPOSED OEyO, 
HIS OLDER WIFE, WHO 


ODA’S YOUNGER 
SISTERS. 





Ea 


ie HE WISHED 
TO GIFT 
BONTEN- 


DOMAIN 
WITHOUT 
Oeyvo's 
KNOW- 





SCHEMING 


HIS CAREER ff 


MAY INTER- EVEN 

FURHER, 
WN we || MUNENORI 
CRUSH THE |: 


PLAN. 


WENT ON 
WITH THIS 
PLOT. 








AND IT 
REPORTED THAT 
THANKS TO 
CHIYOZO'S 
BERSERK 
RAMPAGE, THE 
ARMY HE HAD 
PAINSTAKINGLY 
ASSEMBLED WAS 
BUT NEAR IN 

HALF. 


WHAT THE 
HELL ARE 
YOU 
DO000- 
OING!?!? 


Y 
i 





ORI THEN 
RECEIVED 
AN URGENT 
MESSAGE 
FROM A 
CARRIER 
PIGEON. 





’M SORRY, 
| CAN'T 
UNDER- 

STAND YOU 

BUT...SOME- 
THING...SAD 
MUST HAVE 
| HAPPENED, 
. RIGHT...? 





CHAPTER 2: BLADES OF CONSPIRACY, 





| DON'T WANT 
TO BE FORCED 
TO FIGHT YOU... 











Look! 
A HORSE! 


THE ONE 
AZUMI WAS| 
RIDING? 






































SORRY 
FOR MAKING 


YOU WORRY! \ 


weiene 
COULD HAVE ientie ne 
IG 
PEN WAY ALONE 
ON THE ROAD! 





WE JUST ATE 
SOME COOKED 
FISH TOGETHER! 





BECAUSE THE 
RIVER LOOKED 
SO BEAUTIFUL 


IN THE 
MOONLIGHT, 


| WANTED 
TO_HAVE A 
BATH! 


I'M COMING 
OUT SO. 
JUST WAIT 
THERE! 





RIGHT! 
CAN'T GO 
BACK WITH 
A SOAKED 
FUNDOSHI! 


WHY DON’T YOU TAKE A BATH 
TOO!? YOU WASHED AWAY THAT 
BLOOD WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT 
THIS MORNING, AND THEN YOU 
SWEATED A LOT, 
DIGGING THE GRAVE... 


I'D Like 
TO, BUT | 
DON'T HAVE 
A CHANGE OF 
FUNDOSHI. 


WE WON'T 
Do IT! 





WHAT'RE 
YOU DOING!?: 








Ke 


i, 


X 
HAHAHAHAH & | //; 
ae ht 

ni; 
HAN 











S_ WAHAH 
HAHAHA! 


he 
fn 
Ce. 
S . 





LO 
VERY ben BLUNDER 
TO A MAN vf th Z THAT KANG, WHO HAD 
NEVER BETRAYED 
AS CONCEITED 'W7 MINENORTS 
EXPECTATIONS UNTIL 
NOW, HAD EVER 


AS HE, 
RECEIVING 
A REPRIMAND 
FROM HIS 
LORD MUNE- 
NORI WAS 
INTOLERABLE. 








HE THEN PROCEEDED 1 HE PLACED THE 
TO FORCEFULLY CONFINE IB} _DAIMYO AND His ' 
' ANY RETAINERS STILL HE} FAMILY IN PRISON, AND $0 , 
fi] UNDECIDED ON BETRAYING J RATHER THAN IN KANG, BEFORE 
THEIR LORD TO THEIR HOUSE ARREST. MUNENORI 


i OWN HOMES. it 


MISSION HE 
HAD BEEN 
ta 


Be 
« 


wll 





bas 


r | 











Is MINE 
NOW, 
RIGHTIP 


TAKING A 
GREAT DEAL 
OF TIME... 


EVEN THE 
SMALLEST 
OPPOSITION 
WAS DEALT 
WITH BEYOND MY 
EXPECTATIONS! 


I'VE... 
BECOME 
LORD OF 

THE CASTLE, 
RIGHT? 





JUST AS | THOUGHT... 
THERE WAS STILL THIS 
OPTION...FORCE TO 
MAKE SOMEONE 


| HAVE TO 
USE FORCE 


THROW HER IN 
JAIL UNTIL SHE 
AGREES TO 


KANG, | 
WANT AZUMI 
AS MY WIFE 

AT ALL COST! 





AT PRESENT, AZLIMI HAS % 
LEFT THE SEIGAIN WITH BONTEN- 
THOSE TWO YOUNG MARU-SAMA, 
SAMURAI AND HAS BEGUN YOU MISUN- 
LIVING TOGETHER WITH 
THEM IN A HUT IN THE 
FIELDS. 


SHE SPENDS 
HER NIGHTS 
WITH THESE 
TWO MEN. 


AZUMI IS AN IMPURE 
SHE IS NOT WOMAN WHO SULLIES 
SUITABLE TO HER BODY WITH MANY 
BECOME YOUR MEN, JUST LIKE A 
WIFE, BONTEN- “WHORE! 
MARU-SAMA! . 


ZUM... 
WITH... THOSE 
TWO BASTARDSI? (Y 





IF YOU SIMPLY MEAN fT 
TO BED HER LIKE ANY INST- 
COMMON PROSTITUTE, EAD OF 

N ) A WIFE 


| COULD RENDER 
HER UNCONSCIOUS 


PREFER THAT? 





WA 
BONTENMARU- AZUMI SLEEPING WITH 
SAMA, OPEN THOSE TWO BASTARDS!!! 
YOUR EYES, | 
BEG OF YOU! 


1 
ash: 


IF HE WERE 
TO SUCCEED 
IN THESE 
TASKS, HE 
WOULD RETAIN 
MUNENORI'S 
FAVOR, HE 
KNEW. 





BEFORE 
MUNENORI 
ARRIVED, KANG 
INTENDED TO 
ACCOMPLISH 
ONE OTHER 





IS ANY PLACE 
SUITABLE FOR 
THE PLAN? 


IF WE TELL 
HER TO COME 
TO KYQDAdI AT 

KIKYODZUKA, 
SHE'LL HAVE 
TO CROSS THE 
HIRAKAWA 
BRIDGE. 





YOU TOLD ME 
THE MAN AZUMI 
LOVES IS AN 
APPRENTICE 
SCULPTOR IN 
A NEIGHBORING 
FIEF...? 


HOW MANY YAGYG 
SWORDSMEN HAVE 
DIED AT YOUR 
HANDS, AZUMI? PON 
MY PRIDE AS A 
FENCER... 


LL NOT 
MAKE 


YOU'RE SO 
NAIVE, AZUMI! 
EVEN WITH YOUR 
LIFE IN DANGER, 
YOU STILL HAVE 
SUCH A WEAK- 














WHAT?! SUCH 
A COWARD!!! 





HYOSUKE- 
DONO’S 
LIFE IS 

AT STAKE! 


HE'D USE 
SUCH 
COWARDLY 
MEANS! 









K ss S jay \ 
wef NT iP tt 


Py pL 
HUH THE # 


KYODAIJI AT. 
KIKYODZUKA? 


LURING ME 
OUT...USING 
HYOSUKE-DONO’S 
LIFE IN ORDER 
TO TAKE MINE! 






































AFTER SHE 
DRAWS CLOSER, 
REMEMBER! 


WITH A SWORD? 








He DECIDED TO 
TO SEIGAN WHERE 
7 i} AT THAT 
AZUMI AND THE yy TIME... TENKAI WAS 
RETURNING TO EDO 
AFTER IEYASL’S 


CORPSE WAS 
REBURIED FROM 
MOUNT KUNG TO 
NIkk6 TOSH6Gi.... 





TENKAI WAS 
¢ MARU, USING NOT THINKING 
‘MUNENORI, TO THWART. 
THE PLOT OF 
HIDETADA 


GESSAI, WOULD REACT i B TO SECRETLY 
TOO STRONGLY AND PROVINCE, TAGS . SWITCH THAT 


OVERPLAY HIS HAND. _ DOMAIN’S 
‘ Z Z Daimyo 





THE OTHER GOAL 
WAS TO WARN 
HIDETADA AND 

PLACE A SILENT 

THE RANKS 
OF OTHER DAIMYO WITH 
MUNENORT’ 
SCHEMING. 


if 
| 





DID SHE 
w NOTICE USI? 




















s = Y, 
\ by aT ce 
% 
<6 
y 1 BY ‘ 























HYOSUKE 
WAS NOT 
HELD HOSTAGE 
WHATSOEVER 
AT KYGDAIJI 





WAS IT ALL A LIE 
TO GET ME SHOT 
ON THAT BRIDGE!? 





My i WV ty 
AAR 
ANN 


BUT IT WAS 


SAID THAT 
RATHER THAN} 
MARCHING AT IN THE BLINK 
THE HEAD OF OF AN EYE, 
AN ARMY OF THE NEWS THAT 
WARRIOR MONKS TENKAI WAS 
AS MUNENORI HEADING TO 
FEARED, ONLY THAT DOMAIN 
TWENTY GUARDS REACHED 
MUNENORI IN 
EDO. 


OR SO 
ACCOMPANIED 
HIM, 


TO BECOME 
}) _LORD OF 
THAT CAS- 
TLE!? 





THIS IS 


HIS RETINUE B 
WERE...TO BE 
ASSAULTED 


IN THAT. 


DOMAIN? 





WELL, ABOUT 
MAKING IT 
COME TO PASS...IF | 
HAD SOME STRONG 
ALLIES... 


YOU'RE SAYING 
THIS BECAUSE YOU 
HAVE THE 
DETERMINATION. 
AND CONFIDENCE 
TO MAKE IT SO, [{% 

eH!? 





IF...IF_ TENKAI 

WERE TO DIE... 
AND KUNICHIYO 

(TADANAGA) 4 

COULD HAVE 

THE FUTURE J/ 

[WANT 
FOR THEM! 


USHUSHU & KH! 


SHSUSHU OL 
(2, 





& 2, YOU OKAY!? 
ay 
cY 





AH, NOW THAT | THINK ABOUT IT, 
| SENT A LETTER TO 


= SINCE HE'S 
HYOSUKE-DONO TO BE VIGILANT. AN APPR- 
SO, IN ORDER TO HAVE HIM ENTICE, IT'S 
TRUST THAT YOU'RE ALLIES EVEN A 
IF HE'S SEEING YOU FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, 


GAIN HIS 
TRUST BY 
MAKING SURE 





WE'RE...GOING TO 
MEET HYGSUKE-DONO, 
THE MAN SHE LOVES... 

THE MAN WHO'S HER 
DREAM... 








THEY COULD 
MANIPULATE YOU 
By TEA TENNG 





| COULD PUT 
YOU _IN DANGER 
JUST BY BEING 
HERE! 


| STARTED BEING 
VERY CAUTIOUS, 
DON'T WORRY 


I'LL BE 
FINE! DON’T. 
WORRY ABOUT 
me! 


WHAT ARE 


YOU SAYING!? 
I'M THE 
ONE WHO 
OUGHT TO 
APOLOGIZE! 


| USED TO ACT AS A SPY. 
BEING VIGILANT OF MY 
SURROUNDINGS, SPOTTING 
ENEMIES APPROACHING AND 
THE SPEED AT WHICH | CAN 
RUN AWAY...’ NOT HALF-BAD 
AT THOSE!! 





IF You GET 


DON’T WORRY! 
I'M GONNA 
BE FINE! 


YOU SAID 


SO WHAT'S THE 
REAL REASON BEH 
YOU COMING TO SEIGAIN? 
| THINK IT’S FINE TO 
TELL ME NOW. 





WITH THE EVENTS 
OF TODAY, I’M NOW. 
CERTAIN AS TO WHO SENT 
ALL THESE ASSASSINS 
AFTER ME! 


AND NOW | THINK 
THIS PROVES THE 
ONE WHO KILLED 
GRAMPA SO HORRIBLY 
WAS YAGYG: MUNENORI 
AS WELL! 


AND TAKING 


Ga 
EVENTUALLY, el OUT SO MANY 


I'D LIKELY MEET ASSASSINS 
MUNENOR! WHILE STAYING 
ALIVE... 





TENKAI DID NOT 
CALCULATE THAT 
MUNENORI COULD 
HAVE PUT IT INTO | (8 
SHOGUN HIDETADA’S | 2am 
MIND TO ASSASSIN- 13 
ATE HIM WITH A FULL (A 
SCALE ATTACK. SUCH 
AN AUDACIOUS 
THING NEVER 
OCCURRED TO HIM 


GRAMPA 
AND My 
LATE COMR- 
ania | | 
f' SUPPRESS 
MEET Tl | THE FEELING 








FROM THIS DAY 
FORTH, WORK FOR 
THE PEACE OF THIS. 

GREAT NATION ALONGSIDE 

TOBIZARU AND AZUMI! 


IT IS A GREAT 
HONOR TO 
MEET YOU! 


TACHIBANA 
HIKOSHIRG 
AND 
KAN‘el 
TORANO- 
SUKE, EH? 


| | HAVE HEARD 


THAT YOUR 
TALENTS MADE 
YOU DIFFICULT 
TO EVEN THE 

DoJ INSTRUCT- 
ORS IN YOUR 





ANH! I'D Love 
EVERYONE IN 
OUR VILLAGE 


TO SEE THIS 
MOMENT! 


THIS IS A DREAM 
COME TRUE! 
TO DIRECTLY 


HIGH PRIEST 
ENKAI-SAMA! 





DIRECT 
ORDERS 
‘SHALL 
JOIN us! 





















THERE WILL BE 
FIGHT ONLY AT NOTHING GAINED AND THE POSITIONS 
UNDER- THE ASSIGNED @ BY THINKING YOU OF Wee, We WAIT. 
sTOoDIr POSITIONS! CAN ANTICIPATE HAVE NOW. EEN: 
OUR ORDERS! DECIDED! 
ae 
A Ver sa mas 














ik, OR IS THE REWARD 

y ONLY FOR THE ONE 

WHO TAKES AZUMI'S 
HEADI? WHICH 


YOU'LL BE RISKING 
IT SHOULD GO WITHOUT s y ™ YOUR LIVES. IT GOES 


‘SAYING THE ONE WHO e 5 eu 
KILLS AZUMI SHALL tie Fear ltaa 
cle aes THAT WORK, BUT... 


AZUMI KILLED MY BIG BROTH- 
ER!! SHE'S OUR PREY, WE'LL 
BE THE ONES TO KILL HER!! 
DON’T LAY A HAND ON HER!! 


ears 
OOOOH! 4 
Nt YOU WILL FOLLOW 
ER ORDERS AND NOT 
ACT ON YOUR OWN 

ACCORD! 





WE'RE GONNA 
ATTACK, KILL 
AZUMI AND 
AVENGE BIG 
BROTHER! 




















IT's NOT 
7 POSSIBLE 
LIKE THIS! 





AT SUCH A Time! S| 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 


TIME!!! 











See 


ALL AROLIND )aS 
us. 





YES...IF THEY = | THEY MEAN TO 
HAVE ENOLIGH TAKE YOUR 
MEN TO BE ABLE LIFE AS WELL, 
TO SURROUND THE TENKAI-SAMA? 


ENTIRE TEMPLE... 




















COULD YOU 
TRULY BE 
THIS DESPER- 
ATE!?: 


| CANNOT IMAGINE 

THEYRE DOING THIS 

TO KILL ONLY ME. 
PERHAPS... 








EVERYONE TO 


THE MAIN HALL! 


WILL GIVE A 
SPEECH! 


IF THEYRE GOING TO 
GO AS FAR AS TO 
SET THE PLACE AFLAME, 
THEN THEY MEAN TO 
KILL ALL OF US... 








IT's HIGHLY 
LIKELY HE IS 
._ NOT ONLY AFTER 
) ME, BUT INTENDS 
FOR ALL IN THIS. 
TEMPLE TO DIE! 


IT WILL JUST LIke 
WHEN NOBUNAGA 
SET FIRE TO 
MT. HIEI! 


AND IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT 
MUNENORI WISHES 
FOR ANY WORD OF 
THIS TO LEAK 
OUT OF THIS 
DOMAIN! 


THAT OLD 
MAN WILL AZUMI COULD ESCAPE 
FIND IT IF SHE WERE ALONE, 


HARD TO BUT THAT'LL BE HARD 
WHILE SHE'S PROTECTING 


DID you FREE 
THE HORSES 
FROM THEIR, 

PENS? 


IT SEEMS SOME OF 
THEM EVEN HAVE FIRE sid CONE AND TAKE 
EXPLODING ARROWS! - MY LIFE IS 
MUNENORI! 





EVEN THESE 
YOUNG TRAINEES 
WHO DON’T EVEN 


KNOW HOW TO 
FIGHT 
























































































| PUT ALL 
MY FAITH 
IN you! 


















| REGARDED OBATA 
GESSAI AS COMPLETELY 
TRUSTWORTHY 






23 


IN USING THE LATTER 


| BELIEVE YOU ARE PART OF HIS LIFE TO 
THE FINEST WARRIOR IN IMPART TO YOU HIS 
THIS COUNTRY! EVEN ITS SKILLS, HIS TEACHINGS, EVEN 

FINEST TACTICIAN! ALL HIS WISDOM...TO RAISE 


YOU UP, AZUMI! 





WE WILL FOLLOW 
THE PLAN YOU 
COME UP WITH. 








IF THE 
ENEMY IS 
RESOLVED 


TO KILL 
ALL OF US, 


Bey 
zeh 
rey 
ES 
5o8 
e3s 


= 
2 
= 
= 
§ 
zg 


NUMBER OF 
CASUALTIES 


WE MUST PREPARE 
FOR A FAIR 





We SPLIT 
INTO FOUR 
OR FIVE 
GROUPS. 





EACH WILL 
ESCAPE. 


WE MAKE THE ENEMY 


i IT WILL MAKE a 
THE ENEMY s q BELIEVE EACH GROUP IS 
SPREAD OUT 
WITH THEIR 
ATTACKS. Zz 


‘ 


DEFENDING TENKAI-SAMA. Z 





ell] 














a 
3 







































THE REAL 
TENKAI-SAMA WILL 
BE MIXED IN ONE 
OF THE GROUPS. 














EACH GROUP IS TO 
BE A DECOY, TO FIGHT 
AND FLEE AS MUCH 
AS WE CAN MANAGE. 





WE'LL CONFUSE THEM FROM 
THEIR SIEGE, MAKE THEM 
WASTE AS MANY ARROWS, SHOTS 
AND EXPLODING ARROWS AS 





aiid 


SO MANY...OF y Palliat, TH'S..COULD 
THESE MONKS... i) Be A 











TENKAI-SAMA, 
K I'm sorry FoR 
Y THE TIGHT SQUEEZE, 
BUT PLEASE GET 
Bp IN AND HIDE 





AND PLACE 


. A FUTON TO 
PLEASE DO \Z ENCLOSE IT! 
THE SAME 1 2 i ITLL HELP 
WITH THE AGAINST 
OTHER \ BULLETS AND 
DECOY \ ' ARROWS! 


IF | WERE TO TAG CAN | PASS 
ALONG AS AN ESCORT, FOR A MONK 
IT'D ONLY REVEAL LIKE THIS? 
WHICH CART TENKAI- 


SAMA IS IN, SO | 


| CAN’T USE THE 
UPPER PART OF MY 
BODY YET, SO I'LL 
FOCUS ON 
RUNNING...I‘LL DEFEND 
HIM BY SHIELDING HIM 
WITH MY BODY IF 
NECESSARY!! 





OUR PART OF 
THIS DOESN'T HAVE 
US DISGUISED 
AS MONKS. HAVE 
\’ =~ YOU BRANDED THE 
fj 


\\ 
Py Stee ei 


PLAN INTO YOUR 


REMEMBER THAT 
FIGHT AS FOR EVERY 
IF YOU & SINGLE ENEMY 
YOU DEFEAT, IT 
MEANS THAT 
WE'LL HAVE ONE 
LESS CASUALTY 
ON OUR PART... 


I'LL KILL, 

AND KILL, 

AND KILL 
EVEN MORE! 





~S aN 
b dS 


> WITH ALL We 
af HAVE AND REUNITE 
UNDER TENKAI- 
\ samal THe = AS 
> THREE OF Ls! 





WHERE WILL 
THEY TRY TO 
ESCAPE 
FROM? 


WHAT'S WRONG? 
THEY SHOULD 











DID SHE 


ODING 
ARROWS!?: 





OUT! 
FIRE!!! 





























LET NONE 
ESCAPE! 


IT’S AN 








ee od 


3 WHAT'RE YOU 

z PRATTLING 
IP CHAAAARGE! AT?! DON'T BE 
LET NONE ” 2 DECEIVED By A 
SURVIVE! Bi\ - YOUNG GIRL'S 

j 5 Zee NONSENSE! 








DON’T LEAVE My 
SIDE! NOT FOR A 
MOMENT! 


















































OBEY THE 
YAGYU ANY 








A KATANA 
WON'T CUT 
WHEN IT'S 
SOAKED IN 
BLOOD! 


STEAL 
AN ENEMY, 
KATANA AND 


KEEP 
FIGHTING! 


























SEE 


ANYTHING 
A 





DITCH THE 
CART AND 
TELL THE 
OTHERS TO 
RUN AWAY 
INSIDE 
THE 
MOUNTAIN! 


THE PATH 
So, IS NARROW, 
TORANOSUKE, BUT SINCE 
YOU'LL YOU'RE ESCAPING, 
FIGHT IT'LL BE 
UNTIL TO YOUR 
ADVANTAGE! 


HIKOSHIRG, FROM WHERE 
YOU'LL BE FIGHTING, THE 
ENEMY SOLDIERS WILL 
LIKELY FIND YOU AND BACKUP 
WILL ARRIVE SOON. 

THE SOLDIERS AT 
THE FRONT ARE STRONG!! 
SO, WHEN BACKUP 
ARRIVE, DON’T TRY 
THE IMPOSSIBLE... 


TORANOSUKE'’S 
POSITION, YOU'LL 
BE A DECOY 
SEPARATED FROM 
THE OTHERS, 
GOING WITH 
THE CART 
WITH TENKAI-SAMA 
TOWARD THE 
OPEN ROAD. 


MOUNTAIN, 
DESCEND FROM 
N THE BACK SIDE 








MUNENORI, 
KANO AND 
THE OTHER 
IMPORTANT 
MEN 
SHOULD'VE 
COME BY 




















COME 
HERE 
SAFELY!! 





GH 


=z 
Su 

eer] 

= 





ee ‘ WE MUST 
WE PASS Z| Agrel 
eTEAL HAsTE!! 
HORSE AND f 
RUN QUICKLY f WE CANT 
WAIT 
FOREVER! 


TO TH 
CASTLE!! 





WHERE'S 
AZUMI? 





DID you 
FIND 
TENKAI!?: 


HE SHOULD BE 5 

HIDING IN , MUST 
ONE OF THOSE FIND 
FOUR CARTS!! > . TENKAI!! 


AZUMI 
SHOULD BE 
DEFENDING IT!! 








SETTING SEIGAIN 
AFLAME 
GOING TO 


YAGYG THINKING!? 


NAMU AMIDA , IT’S 
BUTSU, NAMU @M) BURNING LIP 
AMIDA BUTS. J COMPLETELY 


I’M IN A GREAT HURRY, 
CURRENTLY, | WANT TO ENTER THE CASTLE, 
BONTEMARU-SAMA CAN YOU LET ME PASS/? 
IS THE LORD 
OF THE CASTLE. | HAVE A GRAVE ree 








o) 
“ub 
SB 
=K 
eS 

8 

8 








BONTENMARU- 
ss 


AAA, IT'S 
5 Me, AZuUMIII!! 


THAT 
MATTER 


AN AUDIENCE!! 























Is IT ALL "15 ™ 7 BONTEN- 
RIGHT TO i MARU-SAMA, 
f I've 
COME 
TO 


SEE 
youl! 









: LL, 


aa 


Senne 











YOU'RE AMAZING, 

AZUMI! IT’S 

BW EVERYTHING EXACTLY AS 

@ HAPPENED TENKAI-SAMA 
JUST LIKE SAID, THAT YOU'RE 
YOU SAID! f THE NUMBER ONE 
TACTICIAN IN OUR 

COUNTRY!! 


WE HAD 
CASUALTIES, BUT 
FAR FEWER TH, 
EXPECTED! AND 
MONKS DEFENDED 
THE ENTRANCE TO 

THAT PATH 
PERFECTLY! 





THEREFORE, 
PR TENKAI-SAMA 
SHOULD'VE 
MANAGED TO 
ESCAPE 
UNSCATHED! 


| WANT TO 

MAKE THE 
SAMURAI OF 
THIS DOMAIN 


BESIDES... 
| WANT TO MAKE IT 
KNOWN THAT 
YAGYO’S PLANS HAVE 
FAILED AND THE 
SITUATION HAS BEEN 
REVERSED! 





I'LL 60 
MOTIVATE 
THE OTHERS 
OUTSIDE! 





THEN IS 
HIGH PRIEST 
TENKAI 
CURRENTLY 
AT 
SEIGAINI? 


FROM NOW ON, 
YOU'LL BE 
PUTTING IN A 
WORI 


YAGYU, DISHONORABLY 
J SCHEMING TO 
A-ASSASSINATE ASSASSINATE HIGH 
HIGH PRIEST }) PRIEST TENKAI WHO 
TENKAI!? fe STOPPED FOR A BRIEF 
VISIT AT SEIGAIN, SET 
THE PLACE AFIRE!! 





2 a HOWEVER, WE HAVE 

THINGS HAVE «| «& HELPED HIM ESCAPE 
CHANGED! YOU AND WE HAVE 
DON’T NEED S g RESTRAINED 

TO OBEY TO = BONTENMARU-SAMA!! 


YAGYO 
ANYMORE!! 
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HIGH PRIEST 
Aus MAK 
f 
eR 


COMRADES 
ARE OUR 
ALLIES!! 


NOW IT’S THE TIME TO 
DISPEL THE REGRETS OF 
KIJIMA-SAMA AND THE 
COMRADES WHO WERE KILLED 
WITH THAT FOUL 
STRATAGEM!! 


WE MUST RELEASE o 
TSUBOUCHI-SAMA CALL 
AND THE OTHERS TOGETHER 
WHO WERE THE 
CONFINED IN @ COMRADES 


I VHO_ARE IN 
THEIR HOLISES!! . HIDING, 





WE DID IT, 
AZUMIE! THIS 
WAY, THINGS 
WILL BE SET 
IN MOTION! 


IT WAS BECAUSE 
WE WANTED TO 
WORK LIKE THIS 

SHAKING, THAT TORANOSUKE 
AZUMI! AND | LEFT OUR 
: HOME VILLAGE!! 





[+l HAD NO OTHER 
| BEG YOU, — CHOICE...NO OTHER 
FORGIVE CHOICE BUT TO 
p Me... FOLLOW YAGyi’s 

ORDERS... 





YOU'RE AN 


INFANT WHO 
DOESN'T 

UNDERSTAND {|} 

A THING YET. | 









































WHAT | WANT IS 
A ONE ON ONE!! 
MOREOVER, 
AGAINST THE 
INFAMOUS 
AZuMi! 


WAITING 
FOR THIS 
MOMENT!! 


HIKOSHIRG 
STAY Away!! 
TAKE CARE OF 
TORANOSUkE!! 
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